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Including one of the earliest printed maps of Washington D.C. 

1. [ALMANAC.] GOTHAISCHER HOF KALENDER zum nutzen u. vergnugen auf das Jahr 1795. Gotha, bey C. W. 
Ettinger. [1794]  

16mo, pp. [ii] engraved title-page, [58], 106, 119, [3], [24] blank calendar, [2] blank; with engraved allegorical 
frontispiece, folding engraved ‘Plan de la ville de Washington de Amérique’ by J. G. Klinger and Weidner Jun.’ dated 
1794 (plate mark 160 x 198, sheet size 170 x 210mm), three stipple engraved portraits, 12 engraved plates of historical 
scenes, one engraved image within text, and two folding letterpress tables; gutters exposed in a couple of places but 
holding firm; aside from some light soiling and browning, clean and crisp;  in contemporary glazed marbled card 
wrappers, with blindstamped ruled border, all edges gilt, head and tail of spine worn with slight loss, corners a little 
bumped; an appealing copy.          £775 

A most appealing example of this small almanac produced for the nobility - which whilst perhaps on the 
surface of less importance, in fact contains one of the first European published plans of Washington D.C.  

Based on the Pierre Charles L’Enfant and Andrew Ellicott plan of 1791, this engraving was intended to 
introduce the future capital of the United States to the elite of Europe. Congress had declared the city of 
Washington as the permanent capital of the United States in 1790, though by 1794 it was still in the early stages 
of development, and would not become the effective seat of government until 1800. Nevertheless it was 
featured in a number of European publications with the hope of drumming up investors: ‘[T]he public became 
familiar with Washington through many descriptive articles and variations of the two early engravings of 
L’Enfant’s plan in books, magazines, gazetteers, atlases, and almanacs. Many if not most of these were 
skilfully ‘planted’ to catch the eye of people with cash or credit to invest in lots.’  (Ristow, A la Carte, Selected 
Papers on Maps and Atlases, p. 136).  
 

 



 
The engraving shows the elegant plan of the giant edifices, monuments and wide strategically placed wide 

boulevards that remain the hallmark of today’s D.C., including the layout of The Mall. The legend in the lower 
left identifies A) The Capitol; B) the President's House; C) the Stock Exchange (which was never realised, as 
finance remained based in Philadelphia and New York); D) the Arsenal; E) the Statue of George Washington 
Monument; while a-h label major streets and i labels Georgetown. 

On January 24, 1791, President George Washington proclaimed the creation of a new capital for the 
American Republic, to replace the provisional capital of Philadelphia. The city was to be built within the 
District of Columbia, a new federal jurisdiction that was carved out of Maryland and Virginia. The French-born 
American military engineer Major Pierre Charles L’Enfant (1754 -1825) was chosen to design the capital. While 
L’Enfant’s plan was generally accepted, he proved to be so difficult to work with that he was suspended form 
his post in 1792, before being formally dismissed the following year. He was replaced by Andrew Ellicott (1754 
– 1820), who slightly revised L’Enfant’s plan, drafting the earliest surviving map of Washington, D.C. in 1792. 
From 1792 to 1794, less than a dozen maps of Washington, D.C. were printed. Due to the enormous and long-
standing German emigration to America, there was always tremendous interest in Germany in the Unites 
States, resulting in the production of many fine maps and books. The present map was engraved by I. G. A. 
Weidner (fl. 1794 -1811) of Weimar and included within this small almanac which was published both in 
German and in French (as Almanac de Gotha pour l'Annee 1795). A second issue of the map was published in the 
same year, apparently engraved on an entirely new plate, and with only the name of ‘Weidner Jr’ given.  
The Gothaischer Hof-Kalender began publication with an issue in 1765 and ran until 1815. 

MapForum (on-line) Issue 11, ‘Plans of Washington, D.C.,’ no. 11; Verner, 11; Phillips: Maps, p.1005; OCLC locates 
one copy of the French edition at Michigan.  

 

 

Elegant compendium sold ready bound for the well connected lady of gentleman 

2.  [ALMANACK.] RIDER, Cardanus, pseudonym. RIDER'S BRITISH MERLIN: for the year of our Lord God 
1784. Being the Bissextile, or Leap Year ... London: Printed for the Company of Stationers, and sold by J. 
Wilkie, 1784. [bound with:] A NEW EDITION, CORRECTED TO THE 28TH OF JUNE, OF THE ROYAL 
KALENDAR; or complete and correct annual register for England, Scotland, Ireland, and America, for the year 
1784. London: Printed for J. Debrett ... R. Crowder [and 9 others], [1784]. [bound with:] HERALDRY IN 
MINIATURE: containing the arms, crests, supporters, and mottos of the peers and peeresses of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. Likewise the arms of the present baronets of England. To which is prefixed An 
introductory tutor, shewing the art of blazon. The whole engraved on copper plates, and designed as a suitable 
companion to the Royal Calendar. London: Printed for J. Rivington [and 23 others], 1781. [bound with:] [WITH 



 
ADDITIONS.] A COMPANION TO THE ROYAL KALENDAR, for the year 1784: being a list of all the changes 
in administration, from the accession of the present King, in October, 1760, to the present time ... the thirty-
seventh edition, carefully corrected ... London: Printed for J. Debrett ... G. Robinson ... and T. Cadell ..., 1784.      

Four works in one volume, 12mo; I. pp. 60; title printed in red and black with excise stamp on title, the calendar section 
interleaved as usual; II. pp. vi, [5], 277; III. ff. [4] letterpress text, then 58 leaves of engraved plates of coats of arms, 
numbered 1-4, 1-25, 5-16, 1-24, 1-36, and Appx 1-23; in all 116 plates though plate 9 of appendix blank; plates 5/6 
of third section with significant horizontal tear, and lower corners of plates 9/10 in same section torn with loss of motto, 
with some occasional staining to plates; IV. pp.  170, [2] advertisement for J. Debrett; a few pages cropped, with some 
light browning and staining throughout; with pencil map of North Devon on final free endpaper, seemingly in a 
contemporary hand, and showing the Appledore Lighthouse; in contemporary red stained sheep, spine in compartments 
with raised bands attractively tooled and lettered in gilt, covers tooled in gilt, retaining the original silver clasps, 
extremities lightly worn; an appealing copy.        £750 

An elegant compendium sold ready bound in gilt tooled binding with silver clasps for the well connected lady 
or gentleman. The separate components were also sold separately: the Rider's Almanack, the Royal Kalendar and 
the Companion to the Royal Kalendar have printed prices on the title pages (9d stitched; 2s bound; 1s 6d) while 
Heraldry in miniature is ‘designed as a suitable companion to the Royal Calendar’. The Royal Kalendar ‘Includes 
the names of government officials employed in America, and information on other American topics’ (Sabin 
73796 citing the first, 1767, and later editions). 

Despite the gap in the numbering of the pages in the plate section of Heraldry in miniature the work seems 
to be complete. The plates match those found in the Bodleian Library copy of a 1777 edition (with additions to 
some plates), as well as to later editions. 

Cardanus Rider is now believed to have been the pseudonym of physician and astronomer Richard 
Saunders (1613-1675). Rider's British Merlin was first published in 1656, and was printed annually into the 
nineteenth century. It was published under the control of the Stationers' Company which maintained a virtual 
monopoly over the lucrative almanac trade until the eighteenth century. 

I. ESTC T45021; II. ESTC T220036; III. ESTC N65997; ESTC T163.  

 

Including one of Newton’s final contributions 

3. ARBUTHNOT, John. TABLES OF ANCIENT COINS, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, explain'd and exemplify'd 
in several dissertations London: Printed for J. Tonson, in the Strand. 1727.  

4to, pp. [12] 327 [1] (last page blank), with 6-line errata slip pasted at tail of p. 327; title printed in red and black, with 
wood or metal-cut decorations and initials, and 18 engraved plates numbered 1–18 (bound at the end, the last double 
page); some worming in lower margins of text leaves, otherwise a fine fresh copy; contemporary calf, with gilt filet and 
blind ruled borders, spine in compartments with raised bands, decorated in gilt with red morocco lettering piece, marbled 
end leaves, red sprinkled edges, head of spine nicked with minor loss, joints and extremities lightly rubbed, surfaces a little 
scuffed; with the engraved bookplate of the second Earl of Portsmouth  on front pastedown.   £750 

First edition of this finely printed quarto - a standard work on Greek, Roman, Jewish and Arabic coins, weights 
and measures and commerce, including the prices of goods and services and rates of pay. There is also a 
dissertation on ‘the Navigation of the Ancients’, and an important final section on ancient medicine. This 
includes the doses given by ancient physicians, and the prescriptions and practice of Celsus, Scribonius 
Largus, Marcellus, Ruffus Ephesius, Paulus Aegineta and Areteus. The final double-page plate 18, ‘The Assays 
Weights & Values of Several Foreign Silver Coins ... Gold monies unworne’ is attributed to Sir Isaac Newton, 
during his tenure as Master of the British Mint (1700-1727). During his time he issued at least thirteen similar 
reports, and this appears to be among his very last original works accomplished during his lifetime. 

Arbuthnot took his MD at St Andrew's in 1796; he was elected FRS in 1704 and admitted to the Royal College 
of Physicians in 1710. A friend of Swift, who called him the ‘queen's favourite physician,’ and a supporter of 
Newton, he was close to the leading statesmen of the Harley administration and was the author of the Art of 
Political Lying ‘one of the best specimens of the ironical wit of the time’ (DNB). He published the first work 



 
in English on probability, Of the laws of chance (1692), a translation and expansion of Huygens’ work. 

There is a dedicatory poem to the King by the author's son Charles, a student at Christ Church, Oxford, for 
whose benefit the work was published. 

Aside from Newton’s Assay table, which was prepared for the present work, the tables themselves were 
first published in 1707, according to Arbuthnot in his preface ‘which being out of print, it was suggested to 
me that if I would give the copy, with some other calculations relating to the same subject, to my son, he might 
make some profit of them’. 

ESTC t96634 and n65572; Goldsmiths'–Kress 6495; Wallis, 357; Wellcome II, p. 52.  

 

 

One of the first dedicated medical journals - with a number of contemporary annotations 

4. BLEGNY, Nicolas and Theophile BONET. ZODIACUS MEDICO-GALLICUS, Sive miscellaneorum medico 
physicorum Gallicorum, Titulo recens in re medica exploratorum, unoquoque mense Parisiis Latinè 
prodentium Annus primus [- Annus Quintus]. Accessere ejusdem tractatus duo utilissimi, prior de herniis, 
posterior observationes circa luem veneream continens. Genevæ, Sumptibus Leonarid Chouët.    1680-1682-
1682-1685-1685.  

Five parts in four volumes, 4to; I. pp. [xvi] including initial blank, 270, 271-332, [10], with engraved frontispiece 
and 8 engraved plates (of which three folding, plate VI misbound at p. 252 rather than p. 152, and plate VIII 
misnumbered as VII); II. pp. [ii] blank, [vi], 264; with engraved frontispiece (the same as in vol. I) and 3 engraved 
plates; III. pp. 153 [ie 155], [11] index, [1] blank, with 3 engraved plates; IV. pp. [ii] half title for parts IV and V, [viii], 
368, with engraved frontispiece (same as in previous volumess) and 3 engraved plates, (of which 2 folding); V. pp. [ii], 
104, 145-160, 121-252, [4], with 1 engraved plate, and with tipped in contemporary handwritten note at p. 54, and 
with frequent mispaginations; volumes IV and V with shared half-title; with appealing woodcut title-page vignettes 
and head- and tail-pieces; all five volumes somewhat browned and foxed, with some occasional staining, usually from 
ink blotting; all five volumes with contemporary marginal annotations in brown ink, more frequent in the final two 
volumes, and with further ink notes listing items of interest on either rear endpaper, or rear paste-down of each volume;  
all five volumes bound in contemporary vellum, titles in neat manuscript on spines, front inner hinges of Vols I and IV 
neatly repaired, covers a little soiled and stained, evidence of previous paper labels, extremities lightly bumped and 
worn; overall a good copy.         £4,200 

First Latin edition, all published, and which despite its somewhat astrological sounding title, is an important 
and early medical periodical, and the brain-child of the controversial and colourful French physician Nicolas 
de Blégny (1652-1722), here anonymously translated and then continued into Latin by Théophile Bonet.  

It was begun in the previous year, in 1679, originally published as Nouvelles découvertes sur toutes les parties de 
la médecine. Though preceded by scientific journals such as the Transacations of the Royal Society, and Bartholin’s 
Acta medica et philosophica Hafniensia (1673-1680), Blegny’s contribution is considered to be the first dedicated 



 
medical periodical in the vernacular, aimed at, and therefore more accessible to, a wider readership than just 
traditional academic circles. ‘Its popularity is evidenced by its translation into German as Monatliche neueröffnet 
Anmerckungen (Hamburg, 1680). It was translated into Latin, and continued by Théophile Bonet as Zodiacus 
medico-gallicus (Geneva, 1680-1685)’ (Garrison, History of Medicine, p 281). Issued monthly, of the first French 
issue in January 1679 Blegny states in the preface that it was ‘his intention to bring together all those 
discoveries, experiences, and comments that may be found useful in the art of medicine. In order that he may 
continue to do so, he urges all physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries, both Galenic and chemical, those 
residing abroad as well as those in France, to send him their discoveries ... Each issue, he says, will be sold for 
five sols, which, he adds, is just sufficient to reimburse him for the expenses entailed in publication’ (ibid p. 
5).  

The present Latin translation includes a striking 
frontispiece representing Apollo, the patron of 
medicine, surrounded by the signs of the zodiac, with a 
simple but appealing scene of the city of Geneva seen 
below. With a ‘chapter’ as it were for each month of each 
year, the periodical provides a wealth of material, 
including accounts of recent medical activities, unusual 
and notable surgical and clinical case histories, notes on 
therapeutics and materia medica, discussions on 
practices such as bloodletting, autopsy reports, together 
with reports of incredible abnormalities and curiosities. 
Contributors for the various articles are named, with a 
number seemingly by Blegny himself, who also 
comments upon the work of his contributors, much as a 
modern editor would do. ‘Thus we have cases of 
vicarious menstruation, petrification of the semen, a 
wound of the heart, a hanged person restored to life, 
extraction of a urethral calculus followed by blindness ... 
a hydatidiform mole, monstrous births ... and 
transposition of the viscera. Besides these, however, 
there are lengthy disquisition's on topics of current 

interest, such as fevers and febrigures, on the nature of the teeth, their diseases and appropriate remedies, the 
generation of man, the use of quinquina in fevers, the letting of blood ... on various aspects of physics ... [and] 
one or two articles of an astrological nature’ (Nicholls, p. 201). 

The French version had a somewhat checkered career, and ran until 1683, though under variant titles of Le 
temple d’Esculape (1680), and Journal des Nouvelles Descouvertes (1681-1683). At that point the Faculty of Medicine 
finally withdrew his privilege, Blegny having constantly challenged their authority and that of the traditional 
medical communities, and having himself been accused of all kinds of nefarious activities. Undeterred, Blegny 
transferred editorship to a Dr Gautier in Amsterdam, publication resuming in 1684 under the title Mercure 
Savant. A rival in Paris, Abbé de la Roque, took up the mantle of a Parisian periodical, and in 1681 began his 
own Journal de Savants, which itself ran to 1685. 

Whilst the whole publication may have had a somewhat stormy and ultimately short-lived path, Blegny was 
nevertheless something of a pioneer in medical journalism, through his attempts to make medical 
information more widely and socially available. During the last thirty years of the seventeenth century the 
cultivation of science, literature and philosophy had become an absorbing passion among the intelligentsia 
and fashionable, both in France and England. The time was ripe for a vernacular periodical and his medical 
periodical no doubt reached out to such broader circles, whilst at the same time disseminating information to 
the broader medical community across Europe. Whilst his long-term ambition may have thwarted, the fact 
that Bonet continued the project, albeit in Latin, with a German translation also undertaken, attests to the 
popularity of the concept. It is widely accepted that it was Blegny’s journal that gave Bayle the idea of 
publishing his Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettres (1684). ‘It deserves interest not only because we can see in its 
history some of the mechanisms that brought forth such a prolific progeny in the years to come, but also 
because the life of its progenitor presents such a fascinating glimpse into seventeenth-century French medical 
life. Like many rascals of history, Blegny’s character has mellowed somewhat with the passage of time so that 



 
he does not appear to be quite the prodigious knave that some of his contemporaries made him out to be ... In 
his busy and active life of the last quarter of seventeenth-century Paris, he touched every aspect of medical life, 
from peddling philters ... to serving as physician to the court. He was one of the most litigious of men, and 
the legal papers that survive, as well as the records that resulted from his continual conflicts with the Paris 
Faculty of Medicine and other official bodies, provide us with considerable documentation for some of the 
facts of his life’ (Kronick, p. 1).  

The history of medicine is full of controversial figures. Nicolas de Blégny (1652-1722) certainly fits that 
description. He was a man of many talents: essayist, historian, physician, and surgeon. His birth date is 
disputed, although it is known that he was born in Lyon. He started his surgical career as a designer of trusses 
used in the treatment of hernia, but quickly climbed the social ladder to become physician to Queen Marie 
Therese (1678) and later to King Louis XIV of France (1682). He was a prolific author and left a number of 
works. These include monographs on hernia, venereal diseases, health, remedies for fever, and the use of 
coffee and tea. For some, he was a genius, for others—a quack. The brilliant career of this medical adventurer 
ended in scandal. He was arrested in 1693 and detained for several years in Angers. He died in disgrace in 
Avignon in 1722. 

See Kronick,  “Devant le Deluge” and other essas on Early Modern Scientific Communication, ff. 1; see also Nicholls, Nicolas de 
Blegny and the First Medical Periodical in The Canadian Medical Association Journal, August 1934, ff. 198; Wellcome II, p. 
180; Krivatsy 1376; collated complete against both the BL copy (although that does include one additional half-title for 
part IV excluded in this copy), and the copy at Glasgow - although plates not bound in varying orders in each copy; further 
complete sets located at the Huntington, Harvard, Texas and McGill and the Wellcome.  

 

5. [BRIDGE BUILDING]. HAND-COLOURED ENGRAVING FOR A BRIDGE IN MONTPELLIER ‘L'élévation d'un 
projet de pont composé de six arches de neuf toises d'ouverture chacune, sans qu'il soit nécessaire d’u secours 
d'aucune pille pour les soutenir. Ce pont a été exécuté à Montpellier, en pierre de taille sur l’Echelle d’un pied 
par toise ... sur lequel pont on roule des brouettes remplies de boulets de canon pesant douze à quinze 
quintaux sans que les arches reçoivent le plus petit mouvement, présentant au contraire, la plus grand solidité, 
depuis environ une année, que ce pont est construit. À Montpellier le 24o Aout 1779. J. Giral, architect et 
pensionnaire des Etats Généreaux de la Province de Languedoc. 1779  

Single engraved sheet, sheet size 300 x 640mm, image size 285 x 625mm; hand-coloured; evidence of three previous 
vertical folds, with small hole in centre of left fold with minor loss, some light surface wear, paper a little browned and 
foxed, with neat repair along lower margin; very good.       £685 

 
 
A rare hand-coloured engraving showing the side elevation and top view plan of an attractive six arch self-
supporting stone bridge, and the design of the noted Montpellier architect Jean-Antoine Giral (1713-1787). 
According to the running headline the bridge ‘a été exécuté à Montpellier, en pierre de taille sur l’Echelle d’un 



 
pied par toise; c’est a dire, le sixieme du Grand, au quel on a done trente pouces de largeur. Representant 
quinze pieds en grand pour la moité de trente pieds de largeur d’une cette a l’autre il est entre pour les six 
arches sans les culées, 1000 pieds cubes de pierre de taille, pezant 2000 quintaux, qui sont soutenus sans 
aucune pille ni pillier sur lequel pont on roule des brouettes remplies de boulets de canon pesant douze à 
quinze quintaux sans que les arches reçoivent le plus petit mouvement, présentant au contraire, la plus grand 
solidité, depuis environ une année, que ce pont est construit’. The attractive engraving is signed by Giral and 
dated August 24th 1779. 

Despite our best efforts, we have been unable to identify the bridge, or to ascertain for certain whether it 
was ever constructed, or whether this is merely a proposal for future discussion - which seems more likely.  

We have found no other mention of this engraving. Giral, from a distinguished family of architects, was 
named state architect for Languedoc and he was entrusted with the design of a number of municipal and public 
edifices, most notably the water fountain at Peyrou, and the Royal Promenade which linked the water tower to 
the Montpellier Aquaduct. He was also responsible for the design of the new Pont sur la Mosson at Villeneuve-
lès-Maguelone, built to replace one destroyed by a severe flood, and completed in 1766. The present engraving 
certainly bears some resemblance to that bridge, and as a number of other bridges in the area had been 
damaged during flooding, it seems likely that he had been called upon for new proposals. 

 

Mining Technology - Dedicated to George III 

6. CALVOER, Henning. ACTA HISTORICO-CHRONOLOCIGO-MECHANICA Circa metallurgiam in Hercynia 
Superiori. Oder Historisch-chronologische nachricht und theoretische und practische beschreibung des 
Maschinenwesens, und der hülfsmittel bey dem bergbau auf dem oberharze, darin insbesondere gehandelt 
wird von denen maschinen und hülfsmitteln, wodurch der Bergbau befördert wird, als von dem 
Markscheiden, Schacht- und Grubenbau, von Bohren und Schiessen, von den maschinen und vorrichtungen, 
das gewonnene erz zu tage zu bringen, von den maschinen, wodurch das erz zu Sand gestossen wird, von 
puchwerken und der pucharbeit, von den maschinen in der hütte, aus den erzen Silber, Bley, Glötte und 
kupger zu schmelzen, und von der gesammten hütten-arbeit nach einander, von den Münzmaschinen, das 
Silber sein zu brennen, und zu Geld zu vermünzen. Erster [-Zweyter] Theil. Brauschweig, im verlag der Fürstl. 
Waysenhaus-Buchhandlung, 1763. [bound with]. HISTORISCHE NACHRICHT VON DER UNTER- UND 
GESAMTEN OBER-HARZISCHEN BERGWERCKE überhaupt auch verschiedener zu den letztern gehörigen 
insonderheit, ersten aufkunst dern Auflass- und Wiederaufnehmungen, wie auch von der wieder 
aufenommenen ober-harzischen bergwercke beschaffenheit seit den ersten zeiten bis zum schluss des Jahres 
1760 mit einen anhang von andern besondern nachrichten und einigen noch ungedruckten urckunden, unter 
fleissiger beziehung auf die ohnlängst herausgegebenen Acta Historico-Chronologico-Mechanica circa 
metallurgiam in Hercynia superiori. Braunschweig, im verlag der Fürstl. Waysenhausbuchhandlung. 1765.  

Two works in one volume, first work in two parts, small folio; pp. [x], 10, 152, 151-8, [159] part title dated 1761, 
[160] blank, [161]-200, with attractive woodcut head- and tail-pieces and initials, with one half page copper engraving 
on p. 163, and 20 copper engraved plates (of which four folding, plate XII particularly large): pp. [iv], 316, with 
woodcut headpieces, and with 28 copper engraved plates (of which three folding, plate IV another large and striking 
image); pp. [x], vi, 254, [2] errata and blank, with attractive woodcut head- and tail-pieces and initials; paper a little 
browned throughout due to quality, with some occasional faint marginal dampstaining, with some slightly more 
prominent staining in a couple of places in part II of the Acta at pp. 120-124 and p. 141-3, small stamped monograph 
of ‘G.D.’ on verso of both main title-pages, and some occasional neat pencil annotations and ink corrections in text; 
overall clean and crisp;  in contemporary half-sheep over marbled paste-paper boards, spine in compartments with 
raised bands, ruled in blind, head of spine worn and exposing headband which is frayed, faint and illegible manuscript 
at head of spine, spine a little nicked in places, joints cracked but holding, extremities somewhat worn and rubbed, with 
slight surface wear; still a good copy.         £3,800 



 
First editions of two classic late eighteenth century works on mining technology and the history of mining in 
Germany, attractively illustrated with a number of detailed copper engravings, the work of Hans Calvör (1686-
1766), a teacher at Clausthal and pastor at Altenau.  

The Acta historico-chronologico-mechanica is one of the most impressive and important German works on 
mining technology of the 18th century. “A valuable record of mining machinery and mining operations, as 
practised in Germany during the middle of the XVIIIth century. It was intended as a supplement to Schlüter’s 
Gründlicher Unterricht von Hüttenwerken” (Sotheran 1st supplement 6384). The attractive plates depict 
machinery, tunnels, and metallurgical apparatus. It is here bound together with Calvör’s invaluable historical 
companion volume, and which prints for the first and only time much original material which is now lost 
concerning the most important mining area of Germany. Mining had been carried on in the Harz mountains 
since the middle of the 10th century and Clausthal and St Andreasberg in the Upper Harz were the chief 
centres, and were sources of a number of metals and minerals including silver, lead, gold, copper, iron, 
sulphur, alum, and arsenic. The two works thus provide an important and invaluable insight late eighteenth 
century mining practices. 

Ferchl p. 82; Poggendorff I, 364; Roller Goodman I, 196; OCLC locates copies Yale, Harvard, the Library of Congress, 
Columbia, Linda Hall, Lehigh, Oklahoma, Chicago, Stanford, Manchester, Cambridge and the British Library. 

 

 

 

7. DESCARTES DE HOMINE FIGURIS ET LATINITATE DONATUS A FLORENTIO SCHUYL Lugduni Batavorum 
[Leyden:] Apud Petrum Leffen & Franciscum Moyardum, 1662.  

4to, pp. [36] 121 (i.e. 123, 111/112 repeated) [1] Nota; with woodcut device on title, woodcut initials and headpieces, 
and 56 woodcut and engraved text-illustrations within the text (some full-page), together with ten engraved plates 
(some folded) numbered: Fig 1 Fol. 9, Fol. 110 nos 1–2, Fol. 118 Figs LI–LVII (the number 56 in Arabic in mss); Fol. 
1. fig. 9 the heart-plate with the 6 attached flaps as called for (a repeat of the engraving, without the flaps, printed on 
p. 6); Fol. 118 Fig. LIV with one small flap; (Fol. 118 Fig 56 is a duplicate of Fol. 110 no. 2); some occasional light 
browning and staining throughout, with faint dampstains to 6 of the inserted plates, and occasional marginal staining 
in a few gatherings; small manuscript symbol for Venus under imprint, perhaps an owner’s symbol or code;  
contemporary vellum boards, end leaves removed, spine lettered in ms at head in brown ink, covers a little stained and 
soiled; a good, crisp copy.          £3,000 



 
First edition, posthumously published, a Latin translation by 
Florentius Schuyl from a defective copy of the original French MS 
of L’homme; the original Traité de l'homme was not published until 
two years later in 1664. 

A seminal work, René Descartes(1596–1650) ‘Treatise on 
man’, is known as the first European text-book of physiology, and 
the first purely mechanistic account of bodily functions. Descartes 
was one of the first to embrace Harvey’s doctrine of the circulation 
and the book opens with an account of the cardiovascular system, 
illustrated by a plate of the heart with movable flaps. From a 
mechanistic survey of general physiology, Descartes moves to the 
nervous system which he treats in great detail. Particularly 
important is his discussion of the eye (drawing on Kepler for the 
optical part) and the physiology of perception.  

‘The impact of the Cartesian physiological program, once it 
was publicly known, was enormous. In two ways – philosophically 
and physiologically – Descartes transformed long-standing 
beliefs about animals and men. Philosophically, of course, his 
notions of mind-body dualism and animal automatism had 

extremely important implications that were not lost on Henry More, Malebranche, Spinoza, and Leibniz, along 
with many others in the seventeenth century ... But physiologically, too, Descartes’ conceptions had an impact 
that in many ways was even more impressive than the philosophical influence, because it affected the actual 
course of contemporary science’. (DSB). 

The work was originally written during the 1630's, but the condemnation of Galilei in 1633, deterred 
Descartes from publishing it. ‘Some time after Descartes's death in 1650, his French manuscript, copies of 
which had circulated among his friends and correspondents, was edited and published. The first version was 
a Latin translation (De homine) by Florentius Schuyl in 1662, the second the now better known 'original' French 
version (Traité de l'homme) edited by Descartes's self-appointed literary executor Claude Clerselier in 1664. In 
the seventeenth century the 1662 Latin version was probably much more widely read than the French text. 
There were problems for the editors of both versions. Firstly, there were differences between the manuscripts: 
Clerselier in Paris claimed that his version was Descartes's own, that the others were 'corrupt' and that Schuyl 
had been 'misled' by them. However, a more important difficulty was raised because it was clear that the text 
was intended to be illustrated - Descartes refers to figures and to features within these labelled by letters. But 
no set of figures accompanied the manuscripts. Both editors have left quite detailed accounts in their long 
prefaces - little treatises in themselves ... Schuyl (1619-69) was a professor of philosophy in the town of 's-
Hertogenbosch in the Netherlands, the country in which Descartes was living during the writing of Le monde. 
Two of the author's friends had copies of the manuscript that they supplied to Schuyl, and with one of these 
were included two sketches of illustrations apparently in Descartes's own hand. These Schuyl included. One 
of them represents the medial and lateral rectus muscles in the orbit, which deflect the eye nasally and 
temporally. The other figures Schuyl had to have made and, since he mentions no one else, one supposes that 
he designed them himself.’ (IML Donaldson, J R Coll Physicians Edinb 2009; 39:375-6). 

The engravings and woodcuts are remarkable. The errata on the last page, headed ‘Nota’ mostly relate to 
the illustrations, and include a woodcut to replace Fig. xxv on p. 61 (the image is reversed and the lettering 
altered). When Clerselier edited the text for the French edition two years later he rejected these illustrations 
and commissioned new ones. 

In another state of the title the publishers’ names are reversed in the imprint and there is a different device. 
Guibert p. 196 no. 1; Grolier Medicine 31; Garrison–Morton 574; Wellcome II, p. 453; Krivatsy 3120; Norman 627.  

 

8. [EUCLID.] CLAVIUS, Christoph. EUCLIDIS ELEMENTORUM libri XV. Accessit XVI. de solidorum 
regularium comparatione. Omnes perspicuis demonstrationibus, accuratisque; scholiis illustrati. Auctore 
Christophoro Clavio Bambergensi. Societatis Iesu. Romae, apud Vincentium Accoltum. [Colophon:] Romae, 
Apud Vincentium Accoltum. M.D. LXXIIII. Cum licentia Superiorum. Rome: Vincenzo Accolti, 1574.  



 
Two volumes in one thick volume, 8vo; I. ff. [40] 331 [1] (last leaf blank); II. ff. 300; in   Roman and Italic letter; 
with woodcut architectural border on each title page, printer’s device above colophon on vol. II, 2P4r, woodcut initials, 
typographic ornaments, and numerous woodcut diagrams in the text; I, f. 84v poorly inked and one passage 
overwritten in early manuscript, with brown staining affecting ff. 144–45 and discreet repairs to the corners of ff. 303–
310 with loss of a few letters from the shoulder notes of 2 pages; II. nick at tail of ff. 300 with slight loss; occasional 
light browning and faint marginal dampstaining, some light edgewear and fraying to final few leaves; in 
contemporary limp vellum, covers darkened and somewhat soiled, front inner hinge cracked but holding, joints starting 
to split, with paper label on spine lettered in mss; with contemporary signature of ‘Hieronymi Saphii’,  on first title 
page (scored through), in capitals on second title page (with some doodles) and at tail of penultimate verso; with small 
oval early owner’s stamp on titlepages, another early stamp with an Eagle and the IHS Christogram on the final blank 
leaf of vol. I, and with library stamp on front free endleaf of the Capuchin Monastery of Sursee, near Lucerne. £3,000 

An attractive and large copy with wide margins of the rare first edition of Clavius’ vast commentary with notes 
variorum on Euclid’s elements. This was Clavius’ most lasting work. 

‘In 1574 Clavius published his main work, The elements of Euclid. ... His contemporaries called Clavius “the 
Euclid of the sixteenth century”. The Elements, which is not a translation, contains a vast quantity of notes 
collected from previous commentators and editors, as well as some good criticisms and elucidations of his 
own. Among other things, Clavius made a new attempt at proving the “postulate of parallels”.’ (DSB 3, p. 311.) 
The sixteenth book of the Elements was added by “Flussas”, i.e. François de Foix, Comte de Candale. 

This is a good large copy with no cropping of the bold architectural title page borders as is often the case. 
The book is neatly printed and uses rather unusual swash capitals combined with printers’ flowers in the 
headlines. This edition was no doubt intended for Clavius’ students at the Collegio Romano. A lavish folio for 
a more elite market was published at Cologne, and possibly printed there for the Venetian printer Giovanni 
Battisa Ciotti in 1591, and another 8vo Roman edition appeared in 1605. 

Thomas-Stanford 19; Riccardi, Euclid 15742; Sommervogel II, col. 1213 no. 2; Adams E985; EDIT16 18360. 

 

 
 

9. [FÉLIBIEN DES AVAUX, Jean-François.] DESCRIPTION DE LA NOUVELLE EGLISE DE L'HOSTEL ROYAL 
DES INVALIDES. Avec un plan général de l'ancienne & de la nouvelle église. A Paris: [no publisher’s name on 
title but printer's name on P4v: De l'imprimerie d'Antoine Chrétien.] 1702.  

12mo, pp. [iv] including first blank, 168, [8]; with engraved plan signed L. Loisel pasted to the margin of the final leaf 
as a throwout; plate shaved at top and bottom; some light marginal browning and soiling;  in contemporary sprinkled 
calf, spine in compartments with raised bands, tolled in gilt with red morocco label, with marbled endpapers and red 
and brown sprinkled edges, head and tail of spine chipped and worn exposing headbands, joints rubbed with small nick 
to lower joint near tail, covers a little scuffed, corners worn; with the engraved armorial bookplate of the ‘Bibliotheca 



 
Reuterholmiana’ (Nils Esbjörnson Reuterholm 1676-1756) on front pastedown, and later 20th century bookplate of 
Evert Strokirk on front free endpaper.         £1,200 

The very rare first edition of Félibien des Avaux’s description of the new church for the Invalides by Jules 
Hardouin Mansart, replacing Bruant’s original church. Félibien’s illustrated folio Description de l'eglise royale des 
invalides was published when the church was consecrated in 1706. At the same time this 12mo was re-issued 
with a second part Contenant les peinture, & divers autres ornements and the engravings from the folio. 

Berlin 2486 and 2487 citing the 1706 editions only; OCLC records only copies at the Conservatoire National des arts 
et métiers and the BN (bound with the second part, 1706). The 1706 re-issue is found at the BN, CNAM, Göttingen, V&A, 
Getty, Duke, Princeton and Columbia. 

 

 

 

‘Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité’ - ‘Military service demands the free exercise of all organs’ 

10. [FRENCH REVOLUTION MANUSCRIPT]. [MILITARY MEDICINE]. TABLEAU DES INFIRMITÉS qui 
nécessitent la Réforme, et doivent empêcher l'admission au Service Militaire. Hôpitaux Militaire. Conseil de 
Santé. Le Gouvernement est Révolutionnaire jusqu’à la Loix. Paris, le 15 Brumaire de l’An 2 dela République 
une et indivisible. Le Conseil de Santé au Ministre de la Guerre. [Arrêté dated 16 Brumaire on penultimate 
verso, and signed by leading members of the Council of Health including Parmentier, Daignan, Dubois, and 
Herteloupe]. [November 1793].  

Small folio, 320 x 210mm, ff. [4]; written in neat calligraphy in brown ink; paper a 
little dust-soiled with some light spotting and browning, with evidence of previous 
horizontal folds; loosely ‘stitched’ together with two blue silk ties at head and tail, with 
evidence of previous stab marks, spine of outer cover split but holding.   £675 

A beautifully handwritten ‘Arrêté’ issued by the Health Council of Military 
Hospitals, in the early days of the ‘Reign of Terror’, and bearing the 
signatures of a number of leading French surgeons and physicians of the 
day, notably Antoine Parmentier (1737-1813), Antoine Dubois (1756-
1837), Guillaume Daignan (1732-1812) and Nicolas Herteloup (1750-
1812).  

The table, divided into seventeen categories, stipulates a number of 
infirmities and conditions which would prevent admission to military 
service, and provides a glimpse at the mindset of the tough and 
uncompromising new civil regime . "Le service militaire exige le libre 
exercice de tous les organes. Le soldat qui en a quelqu'un de vicié peine, 
la peine produit la douleur, la douleur les maladies, les maladies affligent 



 
l'humanité, affaiblissent les Armées, ruinent le Trésor public. Une administration civique doit obvier à ces 
inconvénients." A fascinating document of historical interest. 
 

 

11. HAMILTON, John. STEREOGRAPHY, or, a compleat body of perspective in all its branches. In all its 
branches. Teaching to describe, by mathematical rules, the appearances of lines, plain figures, and solid 
bodies, rectilinear, curvilinear, and mixed, in all manner of positions. Together with their projections or 
shadows, and their reflections by polished planes. The whole performed by uniform, easy, and general 
methods, for the most part entirely new. In seven books. In two volumes Vol I. [Vol II.] London: Printed for 
the author, by W. Bowyer ... and sold by S. Austen ... 1738.  

Two volumes, folio 430 x 270mm, text and plates; I. pp. [18], 400, [38] (last page blank), title-page printed in red 
and black, with engraved vignette by James Mynde at head of dedication, and woodcut initials and tailpieces; II. pp. 
[ii] title-page printed in red and black, and 130 full page engraved plates by James Mynde printed on full sheets and 
bound as bifolia so that each plate preceded by a blank leaf; text volume title-page somewhat browned and soiled, the 
second leaf of the table of contents Aa2 crumpled and torn at head with loss of a few words, text somewhat browned 
throughout being on different paper stock to plate volume, with some dampstaining to inner and outer margins 
throughout, and with some dampstaining to plates, extending over the engraved surface in a few places;  uncut, in 
contemporary bright blue pastepaper wrappers, lined with printer’s waste from Soyecourt, Plaidoyer pour le marquis 
de Soyecourt (Paris, 1788) and and unidentified Chinese grammar in French with Chinese characters, spines 
considerably frayed and worn, with back of plate volume broken, with some creasing and light soiling to covers; 
preserved in a blue cloth slipcase; despite the faults, a good unsophisticated copy.    £3,000 

First edition of this important treatise on perspective, inspired by Brook Taylor’s Linear perspective (1715) but 
taking the subject much further in its mathematical analysis. Though not a professional mathematician, 
Hamilton advanced the mathematical basis of perspective which had been played down by Taylor in 
addressing his short treatise to artists rather than mathematicians. ‘Hamilton aimed at much more than 
Taylor, namely at a complete study of projections following - as he himself claimed - the line which Philippe 
de la Hire laid down in his work on conic sections. Hamilton spent 400 pages on his project and took up many 
interesting themes as projections of conic sections and of sets of harmonic points. He also investigated what 
could be called the curve of foreshortening ... Hamilton addressed his book to readers with some 
mathematical knowledge, and for them he wrote a book which is remarkable because it unifies some of the 
continental ideas concerning synthetic geometry with Taylor’s approach of perspective’ (Anderson, Brook 
Taylor’s work on Linear Perpsective, p. 54). It is only in the last section that Hamilton addresses topics in practical 
perspective. Hamilton influenced Kirby and Malton and some of his ideas can be found in Lambert’s work, 



 
though Andersen does not think that Lambert was familiar with Hamilton’s work (Andersen, The geometry of 
an art, p. 547). ‘Hamilton combined his presentation of perspective with a study of projections of conic 
sections and harmonic division. By including these objects he produced a work that more than any other pre-
1800 book on perspective belongs to the prehistory of projective geometry.’ (Andersen p. 542).

 
 

Little is known of Hamilton’s life. He was a fellow of the Royal Society and may have begun a career in the 
law, but in his dedication he thanks Joseph Jekyll for placing him ‘in a more easy Station in Life’. This not only 
allowed him to finish his book, but also to publish it on a lavish scale, employing the best printer and the best 
engraver of the time. The engraver, James Mynde (1702–1771) had quite recently made a name for himself 
engraving most of the celestial charts for Flamsteed’s Atlas coelestis (1729). The plates in the present work are 
however largely diagrammatic and hardly required Mynde’s skill. The extravagance of the printing is also 
shown by the fact that each plate is printed on the right hand side of a full sheet of paper, so that as bound in 
this copy in a separate volume, a blank leaf occurs between each plate. They were intended to be bound as 
throwouts interspersed in the text when the book is bound in two volumes, breaking after p. 208.  

Hamilton issued 750 copies of a prospectus for the book on 9 August 1738, but the list of subscribers shows 
that he managed to garner only 79 names. He nonetheless went ahead with a grossly ambitious print-run of 
750 copies. In 1749, two years after Hamilton’s death, the book was re-issued with a new titlepage.  

This copy of the original 1738 issue with wrappers lined with printer’s waste from a French publication of 
1788 suggests that it comes from stock shipped to France before it was re-issued in London. Out of the print 
run of 750 copies, 22 are now recorded in ESTC, a low survival rate for a folio; it is possible that a large part of 
the edition was pulped. 

ESTC T102273; Boyer Ledgers 2586; Kirsti Andersen, The geometry of an art: the history of the mathematical theory of 
perspective from Alberti to Monge (New York, 2007), 541–547; copies located at Buffalo and Erie County Public Library, 
Columbia, Honnold, Johns Hopkins, LC, Chicago, Michigan, Texas, Yale Centre for British Art, Princeton, the British 
Library, Oxford, Cambridge, the V & A, London, St Andrews and the BnF.  

 

12. HERSCHEL, Caroline. ACCOUNT OF THE DISCOVERY OF A NEW COMET. By Miss Caroline Herschel. In 
a letter to Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. K.B. P.R.S. Read November 12, 1795. [IN:] Philosophical Transactions of the 
Royal Society of London. For the year MDCCXCVI. Part I. London, Sold by Peter Elmsly, Printer to the Royal 
Society. 1796.  

Large 4to, pp. 131-132; entire journal pp. vi, [ii], 277, [1] errata, 26 ‘Meteorological Journal’; with seven folding 
engraved plates; some occasional light browning but generally clean and crisp; uncut and stitched as issued in the 
original blue wrappers, spine considerably chipped and worn with loss, upper lower corner torn and missing, covers a 
little soiled; still a good copy in the original binding.       £1,200 



 
One of a number of significant astronomical announcements published in the Philosophical Transactions by the 
noted astronomer Caroline Lucretia Herschel (1750-1848). ‘Only when William was away from home did 
Herschel have the chance to work on her own. It was during these times that she discovered eight comets over 
the period 1786-1797. After her discovery of the first comet, she became the pet of the astronomical 
community. Her growing fame had a practical result, for in 1787 she was granted a salary of fifty pounds per 
year by the king, as official recompense for her work as William’s assistant’ (Ogilvie).  

Herschel left Hanover in the early 1770s to follow her brother William to England, where at the time he was 
an organist and music teacher in Bath. Initially he assisted with her musical training, but increasingly he 
devoted himself to her scientific education, whilst at the same time developing his own great interest in 
astronomy. ‘In the ten years following Caroline’s arrival, the course of his career changed from musician to 
King’s astronomer and celebrity. In 1773 he attended the lectures of James Ferguson, then on tour in Bath, 
and read his published work. Caroline was told all about it and he started giving her mathematical tuition 
when and how he could’ (Phillips p. 160). Under her brother’s tuition she became an independent astronomer 
of international reputation in her own right, though her own work frequently played second fiddle to that of 
her brother, Caroline not only running the household and caring for her brother, but acting as his amanuensis. 
It was a role that she did not always find easy to fulfil, describing herself once as ‘a well-trained puppy-dog’, 
doing simply what her brother commanded. ‘I was a mere tool which he had the trouble of sharpening’ (Alic). 
Her best known work is her Index to Flamsteed’s Observations of the Fixed Stars, published by the Royal Society in 
1798. ‘In 1828 the Gold Medal of the Royal Astronomical Society was voted to her, and this distinction was 
crowned with the even greater one of an honorary membership of the Society ... It was somewhat wryly that 
Caroline, the young girl who wanted nothing more than to be a governess, acknowledged herself in old age as 
a professional scientist’ (Phillips). ‘Never has a woman scientist so underestimated her own abilities and 
denied her own accomplishments; caught, as she was, in the contradiction between her achievements and the 
prevailing social attitudes that defined women’s role in science as that of uncredited assistant ... [she] occupies 
a unique place in the history of women in science. Her personality, her relationship with her brother William, 
her attitudes towards science in general - and toward her own scientific achievements in particular - present a 
tangle of contradictions. Yet without any systematic education or training she became a great astronomer, and 
helped to open up astronomy to other women of the nineteenth century’ (Alic). 

In addition to Caroline’s announcement, the present journal includes further significant contributions 
notably: William Herschel, On the method of observing the changes that happen to fixed stars (pp. 166-226); Simon 
L'Huilier, Manière élémentaire d'obtenir les Suites par lesquelles s'Expriment [sic] les Quantites Exponentielles et les Fonctions 
Trigonométriques des Arcs Circulaires, (pp.142-165); John Lloyd, An Account of the late discovery of Native Gold in Ireland 
... in a letter to Sir Joseph Banks (pp. 34-37); Abraham Mills. A Mineralogical Account of the Native Gold lately discovered 
in Ireland. In a letter ... to Sir Joseph Banks (pp. 38-44, with a double-page engraved ‘sketch of the Gold Mine). 

Alic pp. 125-133; Ogilvie, I. pp. 587-9 (citing this publication); Phillips, pp. 159-162.  

 

13. [HIGH TREASON.] [GREAT BRITAIN.] A COLLECTION OF THE SEVERAL STATUTES and parts of Statutes, 
now in force, relating to High Treason, and misprision of High Treason. London, Printed by the Assigns of 
Thomas Newcomb, and Henry Hills, deceas’d; Printers to the Queens most Excellent Majesty. 1710.  

12mo, pp. 113, [1] blank, [14] ‘A Table of the foregoing Statutes’, [1] separate title-page ‘A Form and method of Trial 
of Commoners in cases of High Treason’ - 44, [4] index, [2] blank; with initial imprimatur leaf; some occasional light 
foxing and browning, but generally clean and crisp;  in eighteenth century panelled speckled calf, ruled in blind, spine 
in compartments with raised bands, with small paper label lettered in brown ink, extremities a little bumped and 
rubbed; an appealing copy.          £200 

Second printing (first 1709). An attractive copy of this practical legal treatise on high treason, published in 
response to the recent Treason Act 1708 (7 Ann c 21), by which Parliament "harmonized" the laws of high 
treason in "Great Britain" following the union in 1707 of England and Scotland, each of which had different 
and sometimes quite distinct concepts of "high treason." The second part has a separate title-page reading "A 
form and method of trial of commoners, in cases of high treason, and misprision of high treason," with the 



 
same imprint information at the main title. Whilst having a separate pagination and signature markings, the 
register is continuous, suggesting that the two were intended to be printed as a whole. 

ESTC T136808, locating copies at the BL, Cambridge, Birmingham, Eton College, the NLS, Cornell, Folger, Princeton, 
Society of Cincinnati, Kansas, Sydney and Berlin; Sweet & Maxwell, A Legal Bibliography of the British Commonwealth 
1:367.  

 

14. [LAWS.] [CONVOCATION OF TINNERS.] LAWS OF THE STANNARIES OF CORNWALL made at the 
convocation or parliament of Tinners, at Truro, Sept. 13, anno 27o Geo. II. In which the laws made 22o Jac. I. 
12o Car. I. 4o Jac. II. are recited and confirmed. To which are added, the laws made at Truro, 2o Annae reg. 
Printed by order of the Convocation. [n.p. but Truro?]: [no publisher's imprint], [n.d. but ca. 1753?].  

8vo in half sheets, pp. [2] 126; lightly foxed throughout, with some neat marginal annotations and markings in pencil 
and purple crayon; a good copy in contemporary sprinkled calf, spine in compartments with raised bands, ruled in gilt 
and with gilt ruled borders, head and tail of spine chipped, upper joint starting at head, covers a little stained and 
scratched, corners bumped and lightly worn; with blindstamp on endleaf of 'Wootton Fitzpaine, Charmouth'. £550 

First edition. These statutes combine and codify all the existing laws regulating the tin mining industry in 
Cornwall. The Convocation of Tinners exercised ancient rights of jurisdiction over much of Cornwall, rights 
confirmed by royal charters since the time of Edward I. These laws were passed by the Stannary Parliament at 
its final sitting in Truro in 1752. Up to this time the Stannary Parliament and Stannary Courts had full 
legislative authority over the enormously important tin mining industry and all connected with it. Although 
technically the Stannary Parliament still exists and has never formally been repealed by the English Crown, in 
practice legal authority then reverted to Westminster. A previous codification had been printed in 1725. 

The blindstamp on the endleaf may relate to a prominent house in the village of Wootton Fitzpaine in 
Dorset. 

ESTC t112915; Goldsmiths' 8776; Higgs 433; Kress 5279.  

 

15. [LE PRINCE, Nicolas Thomas.] ESSAI HISTORIQUE SUR LA BIBLIOTHEQUE DU ROI et sur chacun des 
dépôts qui le composent, avec la description des bâtimens, & des objets les plus curieux à voir dans ces 
différens dépôts ... A Paris, Chez Belin, Libraire, rue Saint-Jacques. Et se trouve à l Bibliotheque du Roi, chez 
le Suisse de la Porte-Royale, rue de Richelieu, 1782.  

12mo, pp. xxi, [3], 372; some occasional light marginal browning; with the nineteenth-century signature of J. Coley at 
head of front free endleaf, and five line manuscript quote from Peignot below; contemporary mottled sheep, with marbled 
endpapers and edges, head and tail of spine worn and chipped exposing headbands, spine cracked, covers heavily rubbed, 
corners worn; from the collection of Giles Barber (1930-2012) though with no marks of provenance. £250 

First edition of this guide to the Royal Library of printed books and 
manuscripts and its departments, the Cabinets des Estampes, Titres & 
Généalogies and Médailles et Antiques. The history, arrangement and 
principal holdings in each department (books, manuscripts, prints, 
patents of nobility, genealogies, medieval historical documents etc) 
are described in some detail, with certain items of importance, beauty 
and rarity given particular attention. The final section (pp. 337-364) 
Bibliotheque publiques et parliculieres de Paris, discusses other Parisian 
libraries: ecclesiastical, public and private. The principal librarians 
and other personnel in 1781 are listed at the beginning, from the chief 
librarian, Bignon, to the engraver, St Aubin, the copperplate printer, 
Lercullier, and the binder Durand. 

An early owner has copied out Peignot’s note:  ‘Ce petit volume n’est plus dans le commerce; on le consulte 
avec intérêt; il meriteroit bien d’être réimprimé avec les corrections et les augmentations indispensables’.  A 
new edition was published in 1856 and Brunet noted in 1878, ‘Ce petit volume intéressant est devenu assez 



 
rare pour qu’un librarire ait cru devoir le réimprimer’. The first edition is nonetheless widely held in libraries 
today. 

Peignot, Répertoire bibliographique universel (1812) p. 64; Brunet, Supplément (1878) I, p. 838; Cioranescu 39395.  

 

 

16. LUINO, Francesco and Roger Joseph BOSCOVICH. DELLE PROGRESSIONI E SERIE LIBRI DUO ... 
coll’aggiunta di due memorie del P. Ruggiero Giuseppe Boscovich. In Milan: Appresso Giuseppe Galeazzi, 
Regio Stampatore ... 1767.  

4to, pp. xvii [3], index and privilege, 265 [1] (errata), (cancels G1, I3, X3); title printed in red and black with an 
engraved printer’s device on title showing a printing press, woodcut initials, and one folded leaf containing two printed 
tables, ‘Tavola prima [– secunda]’ inserted as a throw-out facing p. 24; some occasional light foxing and marginal 
dust-soiling throughout, with small hole in blank margin of last leaf, otherwise a good fresh copy;  uncut, in 
contemporary half vellum over pasteboards, spine ruled in gilt with centre centre ornaments in compartments, with 
black leather lettering piece, blue-green pastedowns, head and tail of spine chipped, with short split in upper joint, 
extremities somewhat bumped with some wear; with book label on front pastedown inscribed with the name Canterzani; 
a good copy.           £1,400 

First and only edition of this work on arithmetical and geometrical series, and 
the author’s first work. It was approved and perhaps promoted by the Jesuit 
Roger Joseph Boscovich, professor of mathematics at Pavia, and has two of his 
papers appended to it: Metodo di evitare i logaritmi negativi and Metodo di alzare un 
infinitinomio a qualunque potenza indefinita (pp. 237–265).  

Nothing is known of Luino’s life and education before he entered the Jesuit 
order in Milan in 1757 after which he studied and taught at the Jesuit college at 
Brera. Boscovich was also director of the observatory at Brera, and his 
importance in the history of mathematics is in his contributions to 
astronomical calculation – appropriate to the the interests of the former owner 
of this copy. 

Provenance: The Italian physicist Sebastiano Canterzani (1734-1818), was 
professor of mathematics at the university of Bologna and is particularly known 

for his work on mathematical analysis. In astronomy, he calculated the orbit of Venus, (see Epistola, qua 
Eustachii Zanotti observatio Veneris Solem trajicientis ab omni erroris suspicione liberatur, 1764). He was made secretary 
of the Academy of the Institute of Sciences of Bologna in 1761. Canterzani’s books formed the major part of 
the library of his son, the bibliographer Giambattista Canterzani, sold at auction on 5 October 1847. The 



 
present work is listed in Catalogo della libreria privata Canterzani esistente in Bologna via Toresotto di San Martino 
(Bologna, 1847) p. 61. A short blue chalk line below imprint on title may also be associated with Canterzani’s 
ownership, or that of his son. 

Riccardi II, Col. 56; Sommervogel V, col. 181 no. 1 and (for Boscovich) I, col. 1843, no. 80; Whyte, Boscovich, p. 219; 
Copies located at Harvard, Brown, Bancroft, Burndy, Loyola, Columbia, and the American Philosophical Society.  

 

Early work on malaria 

17. [MALARIA]. PUJATI, Guiseppe. DE MORBO NARONIANO TRACTATUS Feltriae [Feltre], Typis Seminarii, 
Apud Dominicum Bordoni, 1747.  

4to, pp. xii, 252, [10]; with attractive woodcut vignettes, head and tail pieces; some occasional light spotting and 
marginal browning, otherwise clean and fresh; with contemporary ownership inscriptions at head of both front and 
rear paste downs (though rather illegible), and on front free end paper ‘(Greek) Severini Cioccui (?) Vivo Clavis.mo, 
Gregorio Barbettio’; stitched as issued, uncut and partially unopened in the original drab paste-paper boards,  spine 
lettered in mss in brown ink, small nick at head of upper joint, some light rubbing and wear to spine, old accession 
number in brown ink at head of upper cover, covers a little foxed and soiled, extremities rubbed and bumped; an 
attractive wide-margined copy.         £800 

First edition, and a most attractive copy, of this early and detailed study on 
malaria as observed in the Neretva delta in Dalmatia by the noted Paduan 
physician, Giuseppe Pujati (1701-1760). Now a popular Croatian tourist 
destination, recognised as an area of great natural beauty, diversity of 
landscape, and ecological importance, at the time of publication the region 
was an inhospitable marshy valley, beset by a fever that was particularly 
prevalent during the autumn. In this detailed treatise on the Neretva disease, 
Pujati first presents a brief history of the fever, before examining its’ nature 
and progress, and concluding with an account of a number of historical 
outbreaks. In this erudite work Pujati makes frequent reference to both 
contemporary and historical sources, citing authors such as Lancisi, 
Ramazzini, Boerhaave, Morgani, Winslow, Haller, Heister, Hoffman, 
Hippocrates and Celsus. Pujati concludes that he believes the disease to be 
some kind of plague, from which there is little chance of survival, and 

believed too that the pestiferous stagnant water in certain places could also kill fish, and that marsh birds were 
also poisoned by the lethal evaporations.  

 

Pujati’s work was later referred to by Alberto Fortis in his account of his early voyages to Dalmatia in 1774. 
Indeed Pujati’s dire warnings ‘were enough to frighten anyone who had a mind to go there’ according to Fortis. 
By taking some sensible precautions however, Fortis and his reluctant crew survived a fifteen day stay in the 
region in October, and his observations note the possibility of it being a mosquito-transmitted disease.  

Pujati first studied in Venice and then at the University of Padua, where he was a student of Morgagni and 
Vallisneri. After graduation he practised in Venice, Dalmatia, Polcenigo and Pordenone, before obtaining in 



 
1737 the post of Senior physician in Feltre, where he spent 12 years. In 1754 the Venetian Senate called him to 
the Chair of Ordinary Practice Medicine in Padua University, a post he held until his death. 

Blake p. 366; Wellcome IV, p. 447; OCLC locates a number of additional copies including Yale and Michigan in the 
US, and Berlin, Göttingen, and Edinburgh.  

 

18. [MEDICAL ADVERTISEMENT]. [TILLY, Nicolas de Koning]. THE VIRTUES AND EFFECTS OF THE  
REMEDY, NAMED MEDICAMENTUM GRATIA PROBATUM [Haarlem]. John Enschede, [ca. 1800].  

Single sheet broadside 200 x 135mm; with woodcut armorial device at head, text in double columns; paper browned, a 
little spotted, and quite creased, with a number of small holes just touching text but without significant loss; one or two 
small marginal nicks and tears, one at central fold, with two very small and discreet repairs along lower edge. £200 

A seemingly later example of this medical broadside promoting the 
myriad benefits of ‘medicamentum Gratia Probatum’ - a therapeutic 
remedy made and sold by Nicolas de Koning of Haarlem, and 
subsequently by his Widow and near kinsmen. Truly a miraculous 
medicine, the broadside claims that it can strengthen the stomach, cures 
scurvy, hysterical pains, anxiety, soothing open wounds and sores as well 
as burns, of reviving the weak and feeble, and even of dissolving kidney 
stones.  

The sulphur based Haarlem oil was discovered by Claas Tilly in 1696 
and soon gained a reputation as a cure for kidney and bladder complaints. 
According to the Haarlem Oil website he was assisted by Hermann 
Boerhave in the production of the remedy, who though sharing the profits 
of the medicine and recommending its use, was prevented from 
associating his name with a commercial proprietary product through the 
ethics of his profession. ‘The ingredients follow a process that take several 
days, in which the particular chemical preparation and difficult analysis 
has permitted the Tilly Family to preserve the secret of the production 

during 200 years’ (present day website).  

 
Various issues are cited on OCLC and in a number of languages. Whilst the text remained unchanged for 

several years, variations are found in the final paragraph listing the kinsmen selling the product. Some 
printing errors also exist in the imprint. The current issue states: ‘This Medicamentum is Made and Sold in 
the City of Haarlem, in the Province of Holland; at the house of Nicolaas de Konig Tilly, who is the Author of 
the same, since the year 1764, and so was his Grandfather Claas Tilly before him, that was the Chief Inventor 
of it, since the year 1696. After the Decease of Nicolaas de Konig Tilly this Medicament shall be made and sold 
by his near kinsmen; viz. Jan de Konig, Leendert de Konig, Abraham Tilly and Adolf de Konig’. 

A modern version exists to this day in the form of Haarlem Oil - which is sold for the use of both humans 
and animals. 

Other issues located at the Library Company of Philadelphia (more than one issue), Harvard, Princeton, possibly at 
the Wellcome and the National Library of Scotland.  

 



 

 

19. [MIDWIFERY]. [ANON]. DIE SÄCHSISCHE WEH=MUTTER welche gründlich weiset, wie sich eine 
Heb=Amme so wohl bey wieder= als natürlichen Geburten, nichts minder wegen der Kreisenden als Kinder, 
mit Rath und That, theils durch geschickte Handgriffe, theils auch dienliche Artzney=Mittel in allerhand 
Zufällen zu verhalten hat; nebst vielen andern den Frauen zu wissen höchstnöthig und nützlichen Dingen. 
Alles aus bewehrten Auctoribus zusammen getragen und aus Christlicher Liebe zum Druck befördert. 
Franckfurt und Leipzig, Verlegts Christophe Hülße, in Jahr 1701. [bound with]:DER SÄCHSISCHEN 
WEH=MUTTER. Ander Theil Bestehend in dienlichen und offt=probirten Artzeney=Mitteln. Wider allerhand 
gefährliche inn=und äußerliche kranckheiten des weiblichen geschlechts zu gebrauchen: Nebenst beyfügang 
unterschiedener zubereitung sonderbahrer medicamenten. Leipzig, Verlegts Christoph Hülße, 1701.  

Two parts bound in one volume, 8vo; pp. [viii], 686 [pagination error], 689 - 884, [12] index; 526, [2] index; with 
engraved frontispiece (a little cropped along outer margin with minor loss of image), and seventeen small woodcut 
illustrations within the text; first title-page in red and black and printed on thicker paper; old paper repair to outer 
margin of a4, a number of ink stains affecting p. 354 in Part I, pp. 857-60 unopened, lower outer corner torn and 
missing of p. 372 of Part II, small stain affecting outer margin of Part II ff. 421 through to the end, with some further 
light browning and occasional staining throughout; general clean and bright; small contemporary ownership 
inscription at head of front pasted-down; in contemporary half-vellum over marbled boards, title in mss in black ink 
at head of spine, head of spine a little worn and bumped, spine a little cracked and darkened, surfaces quite scuffed and 
worn with some loss of marbling, with small cracked at head of rear board where marbling meets the vellum edge; a 
good copy.           £1,500 

Scarce and compendious anonymous practical guide intended for the use of 
midwives in the German state of Saxony. One of a number of instructional 
works issued on the authority of regional states, the present compilation 
issued by the Leipzig publisher Christophe Hulße draws upon a number of 
traditional authorities, and is divided into two sections. The first provides 
detailed advice on pregnancy and delivery, whilst part two focuses  upon 
internal and external diseases of women, as well as providing a useful 
materia medica. Although with no obvious reference to the pioneering work 
of Justine Siegemundin published only eleven years previously in 1690, it 
may perhaps be no coincidence that the present work was published in the 
same year as she rose to become court midwife of Prussia, Siegemundin 
having done much to raise the profile and levels of instruction for midwives.  

Siebold, in his work of 1845 Versuch einer Geschichte der Geburtshulfe, 
suggests that the present work is in fact a reissue of an earlier work of 1691, 
Die Höchst Nützliche und Nothwendige Heb-Ammen- Oder Kinder-Mutter-Kunst. A 
quick comparison of an online version of the 1691 work suggests 
considerable variances however, although it too was published in two parts.  



 
A number of small and appealing woodcuts accompany the work, and depict different presentations of the 

foetus in utero. 
OCLC locates only one US copy at the National Library of Medicine, with only European copies located.  

 

20. [MOLIERE.] BEZANÇON, Germain de. LES MÉDECINS À LA CENSURE ou entretiens sur la medecine. A 
Paris, Chez Louis Gontier, Libraire Juré, sur le Quay des Augustins, à l’mage S. Barbe, proche l’Hostel de 
Luynes. 1677.  

12mo, pp. [xii], 370, [2]; with small printer’s device on title-page signed ‘DF’, and 
woodcut head-pieces and initials; small wormhole in lower outer margin running from 
title-page to p. 190, with some occasional minor spotting and soiling; contemporary calf, 
spine in compartments with raised bands, ruled and lettered in gilt, with red sprinkled 
edges, head and tail of spine chipped and worn, exposing headbands at head, upper joint 
split at tail, covers a little scuffed, corners worn; contemporary bookseller’s ticket of Laurent 
d’Houry, Paris, on front pastedown, contemporary ownership inscription on front free 
endpaper, and later bookplate of Dr. J. Pyenneville, Rouen.   £450 

First edition of this series of philosophical dialogues between Cariste, a cleric 
and advocate, Cleante, a gentleman, and Sosandre, a well-known doctor. 
Inspired by, and indeed citing the works of Molière, most notably Tartuffe and 
his Malade Imaginaire (during a performance of which in 1673 Moliere fell ill 
and later died), the three main protagonists partake in a series of satirical 
exchanges during which Sosandre defends his profession. The author 
Bezancon, himself a physician and the author of two further works, insists that 
he is no apologist for medicine, however, and that the reader must decide for 

themselves whether Sosandre’s replies are reasonable. A number of philosophers, both ancient and modern, 
are cites throughout including Montaigne and de Thou. The work was translated into Italian in the following 
year. 

Guibert, Bibliographie des Oeuvres de Molière, II. p. 810, n. 76;Wellcome II, p. 161; Krivatsy 1227; Waller 1023; Cioranescu 
12057.  

 

The illusory effects of optics vividly displayed 

21. NICERON, Jean François. THAUMATURGUS OPTICUS seu Admiranda. Optices, per radium directum; 
Catoptrices, per reflexum è politis corporibus, planis, cylindricis, conicis, polyedris, polygonis & aliis: 
Dioptrices, per refractum in diaphanis. In quibus praer Scenographiae sue perspectiuae communis 
fundamenta, praxes facillimas & demonstrationes ... Opus curiosum & utile pictoribus, architectis, statuariis, 
sculptoribus, caelatoribus, & quibuscumque aliis, quorum opera in delineandi studio posita est. Pars Prima 



 
de iss quae spectant ad visionem directam ad Eminum Cardinalem Mazarinum. Lutetia Parisiorum, Typis and 
formis Francisco Langlois, aliàs dicti Chartres, viâ Iacobaeâ sub insigni Columnarium Herculis. 1646.  

Small folio, pp. [xxxii], 222, [2] blank; with fine engraved frontispiece signed S. Voüet, 42 engraved plates, woodcut head 
and tail pieces, and numerous woodcut text illustrations; a little foxed and browned throughout (though principally 
marginal), with a few leaves more prominently browned, plates 18 and 19 with more noticeable marginal browning, 
plates 4 and 32 with some oxidisation;  bound in later half calf over marbled with new endpapers, with old morocco label 
on spine, head and tail of spine and joints a little rubbed and worn, with very small split along upper joint at head, 
surfaces a little soiled, extremities and corners a little rubbed; with the contemporary signature of ‘Bertherand’ at head and 
tail of frontispiece, and from the collection of the cinematographer David Samuelson.    £2,850 

Revised first Latin edition of Jean François Niceron’s important work on the practical applications of 
perspective, catoptrics, and dioptrics, and on the illusory effects of optics then traditionally associated with 
natural magic, first published in French in 1638 as Perspective curieuse ou magie artificielle. Having penned the 
original work for practitioners, Niceron intended with this Latin translation to reach a more erudite circle of 
readers, including more theoretical material, a description of his instruments, and more illustrations. His 
untimely death, however, prevented his plan to publish a revised and expanded second French edition. This 
project was initially carried out on by Niceron’s former teacher Marin Mersenne, but he too died in 1648 
without completing the translation. Gilles Personne de Roberval finally saw the second edition of La perspective 
curieuse through to press in 1652.  

 
Divided into two books, as opposed to four books in the 1638 edition, the present Latin edition (which is 

treated by many bibliographers as a separate work), is notable not only for the additional fine illustrations, but 
for the inclusion at pp.190-204 of the Scenographum Catholicum sive Instrumentum Universale. His comprehensive 
discussion of anamorphosis and other forms of what he called ‘artificial magic’ are also of particular 
importance and interest to scholars today, influencing as they did later artists and theorists. Also an artist of 
some note, he was interested in the uses of anamorphosis in religious art, and intent on finding a scientific 
solution to the problems presented by perspective, Niceron worked out the geometrical algorithms for 
producing anamorphic art. Niceron offered practical instruction in the construction of anamorphoses using 
a trapezoidal grid and illustrated how he created a monumental mural of St John the Evangelist writing the 
Apocalypse (now lost, destroyed by Napoleon Bonaparte’s troops when they sacked the cloister in 1798) using 
a perspective machine on a wall in the French convent of Sta Trinità die Monti in Rome (plate 33, and see 
Stafford and Terpak, Devices of Wonder p. 213 for an explanation). Plate 2 also provides an early illustration of a 
camera obscura and projection onto a screen. 

Jean-Francois Niceron (1613-1646) studied mathematics under Marin Mersenne (1588-1648) at the College 
de Nevers in Paris, France and entered the Order of Minims in 1632. He was acquainted with the leading 
scientists in France and Italy, such as Fermat, Descartes, Cavalieri and Kircher and was aware of all the latest 
theoretical developments, and indeed according to Mahoney (DSB), his discussion of refraction possibly 
contains “the first published reference to Descartes’ derivation of the law of refraction”. 



 
Goldsmith N 207; Caillet 7973; Honeyman Coll. 2337; Poggendorff II, 279. DSB X, 103f; see Kemp, The Science of Art, 

pp. 129ff; Baltrušaitis, Anamorphosis, 51ff; Stafford and Terpak, Devices of Wonder, pp. 225 and 239.  

 

 

Attractive ‘atlas factice’ 

22. OVERTON AND HOOLE, publishers. BRITANNIA ILLUSTRATA, or views of all the palaces, several seats 
and other publick buildings of England, very neatly engrave’d. Les Veües de les Palais, et de diverses belles 
Maisons, et d’autres Publiques Batiments de L’Angleterre, graves for curieusement. London: Printed and sold 
by H. Overton, and I. Hoole, at the White Horse without Newgate, 1724. [bound with:] VIEW’S OF ALL THE 
CATHEDRALL CHURCHES OF ENGLAND AND WALES &c neatly engraved [followed by the same title in 
French]. Printed & sold by H. Overton & J. Hoole, at the White Horse without Newgate, London [no date but 
ca. 1715]. [bound with:] VIEWS OF THE SEVERAL PARTS OF THE PALACE OR CASTLE OF VERSAILLES. As 
likewise of all the fountains, basins, groves, parterras, and other most beautiful parts of the gardens. Wherein 
are represented whatever are remarkable; as statues, groups, of figures, water-falls, &c. drawn on the spot by 
order, and with the approbation of the French King. Engraved in the year 1725. printed and sold by H. Overton, 
and I. Hool [sic], at the White Horse without Newgate, 1725.  

Oblong folio, three rare suites in one volume, ff. [1] engraved title plate, unsigned, ff. [29] unnumbered engraved views, 
1 signed ‘J. Clark sc. 1724’, 2 signed B. Cole Sculp.’; plate marks c. 165 x 245mm; ff. [1] blank, [1] engraved title-
plate, [29] engraved views signed ‘J. Harris fecit’, the view of Fairford Church, Gloucestershire after H. Beighton, 1715 
(unlike the other plates this has an extensive caption); platemarks c. 150 x 190mm; ff. [1] engraved title-plate  signed 
‘B. Cole sculp.’ and ff. [29] unnumbered engraved views of the gardens, 8 signed by Cole, the rest unsigned; platemarks 
c. 175 x 245; Britannia suite lightly soiled with some foxing, marginal tear at tail of St Paul’s Cathedral plate with 
discreet repair on verso, the Navy Office plate a little creased, with more noticeable repair to outer marginal tear of final 
plate of the Boston Stump; Cathedrals suite lightly browned and soiled, clean tear to Fairford Church plate repaired on 
verso, which has also been somewhat crudely remargined, together with that of the following plate of Winchester 
Cathedral; Versailles suite, aside from some light foxing, and one plate cropped a little close at head, all good strong 
impressions;  in recent tan half calf over marbled boards, spine with red morocco label lettered in gilt, covers a little 
sunned and scratched, with internal evidence of previous stab sewing; a good copy.    £3,200 

A most attractive sammelband containing three rare suites of views. The Versailles views are particularly 
interesting as they appear to be the source of the more common set of engravings first published by Bowles in 
1726 and re-issued several times. Bowles titled his publication Versailles illustrated but the rest of the title is 
unashamedly copied from Overton and Hoole’s publication.  



 

 

It seems likely that all three suites are effectively print versions of what map collectors would call an ‘atlas 
factice’ – i.e. a collection of individual maps or prints selected from a printsellers stock and bound up in an ad 
hoc fashion for a particular customer. In 1707 David Mortier issued a series of views of London and British 
country seats, executed by a number of engravers including the Dutchmen Leonard Knyff and most notably 
Johannes Kip, under the title Britannia Illustrata. In 1724 the publisher Joseph Smith re-issued many of these in 
a four volume work under the title Nouveau Théâtre de la Grande Bretagne. As so many of these original plates were 
the work of one engraver the whole collection came to be known familiarly as ‘Kip’. ‘Nevertheless later 
volumes were made up from the engravings of several other artists, origianlly published by printsellers other 
than Mortimer or Smith’ (Adams, p. 37). One of these was Henry Overton. As Adams notes, ‘confusion in 
catalogue entries sometimes results from the adoption for their own lesser publications of the Latin title 
Britannia Illustrata by two publishers who had also an interest in the major work, Henry Overton and John 
Bowles. Their sets of Prospects (nos 26 and 28) bound into oblong folios, without many credits and of modest 
proportions to appeal to a popular market, did however boast some plates from their more splendid 
contemporary’ (Adams p. 38). Adams provides a detailed list of Overton’s Prospects (77 plates in all), and from 
that it becomes apparent that the present two suites of English Palaces and Cathedrals are clearly smaller 
collections issued with their own separate engraved title-pages (not cited by Adams).  

 

Britannia Illustrata includes a view of ‘The New Building at Cambridge in perspective’ signed J. Clark sc. 
1724’ showing the Senate house facing a matching building to house the library which was never built; ‘A 
prospect of Westminster Hall’ is a copy of the engraving of the interior showing a row of bookseller’s stalls. 
Other views include Kensington [Kingsington] Palace, Windsor Castle, Hampton Court, Blenheim, 
Chatsworth, Althrop, Eddystone Lighthouse and St. Pauls.  

All but one of the suite of plates for The View’s of all the Cathedrall Churches of England and Wales are etched 
and signed by J. Harris. The Plate for ‘The South East Side of Fairford Church in Gloucester-shire’ however, 
has the additional legend ‘H. Beighton delin. 1715’, and has a far more detailed description below the image, 
and indeed  indeed Adams suggests that this series may been a reissue (or perhaps as in the case if the Fairford 
plate a remainder) of a collection published in 1715 by John Harris and Benjamin Cole. 

We have so far located no other copy which contains all three suites bound together, and indeed those 
individual suites located appear to vary in the plates included, and the order in which they were bound. 



 

 

For a detailed discussion see Bernard Adams, London Illustrated 1604-1851, ff. 36 (Nos 22, 26 and 28 in particular). 
Britannia: OCLC locates copies dated 1724 and ascribed to Johannes Kip at UCLA and Yale (though seemingly only partial 
sets), with a copy also at the British Centre for Art at Yale (with only 14 plates), with COPAC noting further copies at 
National Trust (Kedleston Hall and Kingston Lacy); Guildhall, and a more extensive set of the ‘Prospects’ at the British 
Library. Cathedrals: OCLC locates copies at Yale (seemingly a variant selection) and the Getty, with one further copy found 
on COPAC at the British Library, and with seemingly a variant suite at Cambridge printed for Robert Sayer; Versailles: 
COPAC notes a National Trust holding at Kedleston Hall, with further copies cited on OCLC at the V&A, California State, 
the Huntington Institute, Pennsylvania, Dumbarton Oaks, Texas, Getty and Yale.  

 

Erudite dissertation on the applications of electricity in science and medicine 

23. PAETS VAN TROOSTWYK, Adriaan and Cornelius Rudolph KRAYENHOFF. DE L'APPLICATION DE 
L'ELECTRICITE A la physique et a la médecine. A Amsterdam, Chez D. J. Changuion, 1788.  

4to, pp. xii, 319, [1] blank; with appealing engraved title-page vignette, and four folding engraved plates; title-page 
a little soiled and browned, light foxing and browning throughout, small stain affecting fore edge of last couple of 
leaves, and of outer margin of plates; in contemporary full mottled calf, with tooled gilt border, spine in compartments 
with raised bands, ruled and decorated in gilt with red morocco label, head and tail of spine chipped with loss and 
exposing head-bands, upper joint cracked, corners bumped and worn.     £1,500 

First edition of this detailed, rational and erudite dissertation 
on the applications of electricity to physics and medicine, 
written in response to a prize question posed by the Royal and 
Patriotic Society of Valence. A contemporary review in the 
Monthly Review of the same year provides a useful summation: 
‘We are informed, in the preface, that this dissertation 
(originally written in Latin) was translated into French by the 
ingenious and learned Professor Van Swinden of Amsterdam, 
and that it is now published in this language at the desire of the 
Society for which it was written. The question, which gave 
occasion to it, was proposed in the following terms: Has 
artificial electricity, from its discovery to the present time, really 
contributed to the progress of physics? And has it, considered 
in a medical view, been of more service than prejudice to 
mankind? It can scarcely be supposed that such a question 
could admit of a negative; nor can we imagine that it was 
proposed as a matter of doubt. We must therefore conclude that 
this learned body wished to facilitate the study of electricity, by 

means of a general, historical, and critical, view of the several discoveries that have hitherto been made in this 
branch of physics, - of the meteorological theories to which they have given occasion, and of the various 
experiments in which electricity has been applied to the cure of diseases. If this was the intention of the Society, 



 
it is completely answered by the work before us; which contains a very ample amount of what has been done 
in these respects, by philosophical and medical electricians, interspersed with judicious observations on facts 
and opinions’ (Vol 80, p. 658). 

The work is divided into two parts discussing the physical and the medical applications. The gradual 
progress of electrical knowledge from the earliest until 1787 is included, together with an examination of 
theories relating to the relationship of lightening and electricity, of a connection to phenomena such as the 
Aurora Borealis, and whether electricity influences the acceleration of vegetation. The second part investigates 
electricity in relation to the cure of disease and gives ‘a very large collection of cases, from various writers, in 
which it has been attended with success’ (ibid). The work of several contemporaries is discussed including that 
of Volta, Franklin, De Mairan and Sigaud de la Fond.  

‘Although van Troostwijk worked in Amsterdam as a merchant most of his life (1770-1816), he became an 
important Dutch chemist who published thirty-five works on his experiments in chemistry and electricity 
between 1778 and 1818. Nothing is known of his education except that he was greatly influenced by M. van 
Marum, Director of Teyler’s Museum in Haarlem. A phlogonist until 1788, he was a founder of the Batavian 
Club, better known as the Society of Dutch Chemists (1791), which was instrumental in securing recognition 
in the Netherlands for Lavoisier’s discoveries’ (DSB). Cornelius Rudolphus Krayenhoff (1758-1840) was a 
fellow member, as were Jacob Rudolph Deiman (1743-1808), and in 1789 Deiman and Troostwijk became 
famous for their experiment by which they split water and hydrogen for the first time through electrolysis. 

Bierens de Haan, 3690; Mottelay, 385 (note); Kress, 6355; Wheeler gift 551; Ronalds 504.  

 

24. PARACELSUS. VON DER BERGKRANKHEITEN DREY BÜCHER, [in]. FÜNFFER THEIL DER BÜCHER UND 
SCHRIFFTEN des Edlen Hochgelehrten und Bewehrten Philosophi und Medici, Philippi Theophrasti Bombast 
von Hohenheim Paracelsi genannt: Jetzt auffs neue auß den originialien und Theophrasti eigner handschrifft 
... durch Johannem Huserum Brisgoium. Getruckt zu Basel durch Conrad Waldkirch. 1589  

Two parts in one volume, 4to, pp. [viii] including frontispiece portrait coloured in a contemporary hand, 332; 
Appendix, 176, [iv], 179-228, [50]; title printed in red and black; with woodcut initials, mostly in Gothic letter with 
a few passages in Roman or Italic, fore-edge of title-page reinforced and strengthened, and portrait leaf also repaired 
(where stamp previously excised?) and reinforced with Japanese paper, lightly browned throughout with some occasional 
faint marginal dampstaining, small worm trail from pp. 189 of Part II through to the end, touching letters but without 
significant loss, some unobtrusive marginal annotations in blue and red throughout with some neat mss pagination 
corrections in a couple of places;  recased in contemporary vellum boards seemingly taken from another book (ré-
emboîtage), with later endpapers, remains of library stamp on title-page, covers browned and stained, remains of 
previous ties; despite faults, a good, crisp copy.        £6,000 

Second corrected and improved edition of Paracelsus’s book on the 
diseases of miners (first 1567), and the first monograph on the diseases 
of an occupation group. The present edition is found within the fifth 
volume of the Basel publisher Johann Huser’s German quarto edition 
of the collected medical and philosophical works, published in ten 
volumes between 1589-1591, and considered by many to be the 
definitive edition.  Huser did not confine himself to including the early 
printed copies only, but collected all the manuscripts which he could 
procure, and used them in forming his text. As a result the collection 
includes many non-genuine writings. According to Sudhof, Huser 
corrected and enlarged the work on miner’s diseases, adding two 
chapters taken from original manuscripts.  

'The year 1533 found [Paracelsus] in the land of Appenzell -- a poor 
lay preacher and healer among poor Swiss peasants. In the same year 
he visited the mining districts of Hall and Schwaz. Here his work on 
the Miners' diseases was conceived and written -- the first treatise in 
medical literature recognising and systematically dealing with an 



 
occupational disease' (Pagel, p. 26). The first section covers miners' diseases, mainly pulmonary affections 
such as silicosis and tuberculosis which Paracelsus was the first to identify as occupational hazards. The 
second book describes the diseases of smelters and metallurgists, and the third diseases caused by mercury. 
'The treatise on miners' diseases, the result of his observations in Fugger's mines in Tyrol, containing 
descriptions of miners' phthisis and the effects of choke-damp, was one of the few original contributions of 
the time to clinical medicine.' (Garrison, History of medicine, p. 407). Although written around 1533 the book 
remained unpublished until the 1567 posthumous printing, edited by Samuel Architectus. For the next one 
hundred and fifty years after the appearance of this work every writer on this subject referred to Paracelsus.  

No other complete edition of Paracelsus’ works in their original form was attempted until Sudhoff’s edition 
(1922-1933). The volume of surgical writings prepared by Huser was published in 1605 after his death. The 
second collected German edition is in four volumes folio, 1603-1605. Complete sets of the collected works are 
rare on the market and Pagel notes that the Huser quarto was ‘now difficult to obtain’, and indeed many copies 
are imperfect. 

Sudhoff 220 and 222a; VD16 ZV12161; Durling 3476 for the first edition, and 3514 for the collected edition 
(incomplete);  Heirs 212; Waller 7124; Wellcome 4762; Garrison--Morton 2118.1 (1567); see Walter Pagel, Paracelsus. An 
Introduction to Philosophical Medicine in the Era of the Renaissance (2nd edition, Basle etc, 1982), pp. 26 and 102, n. 268;  for a 
long and detailed account of the book and its importance, George Rosen, The History of Miners' Diseases (New York, 1943), 
pp. 64--8; Koelsch, Paracelsus Von der Bergsucht, (1925).  

 

 

A comprehensive work with appealing naive woodcut illustrations 

25. PECCHIO, Francesco Maria. TRACTATUS DE AQUAEDUCTU Quomodo constituatur. Ex quibus Aquis. 
Quot modis. Quis possit constituere. De praescriptione decennali, vicenalis, & immemorabili. De Possessorio, 
& Petitorio in materia Aquarum. Opus curiosu, et valde exoptatum. Omnibus Jurisprudence Professoribus in 
soro versantibus ad quotidianas Aquarum controversias iustè dirimendas utile, ac necessarium ... Ticini Regii, 
[Pavia] Ex Officina Jo. Andreas Magrii, Impress. Ciuit in Via nova ... [1670]-1673-1680-1686.  

Four volumes, small folio, pp. [xxxviii], 412, [62], possibly without initial first blank; [xl], 466, lxxvi; [xxxii], 291, 
[1] blank, [68]; [xii], lxxix, [i] blank, 570, [9]; with engraved frontispiece portrait of the dedicatee Bartholomeo Arese 
in Vol II, engraved vignette at head of his dedication, woodcut printer’s devices, copious woodcut head- and tail-pieces 
and 39 appealing woodcut diagrams and illustrations (of which 25 are full-page, 6 of which are folding); overall quite 
clean and crisp, with some occasional faint marginal dampstaining, a few small stains, and some gatherings somewhat 
browned, Vol IV with some noticeable foxing, small tear in text of Vol II at p. 351 due to paper flaw but with no, with 
slight loss of text due to abrasion on p. 417, upper margins of few few leaves of Vol III with stab mark, Vol IV p. 145 
with old repair at upper margin, and small hole with minor loss at p. 344; with contemporary inscription ‘Ex libris 
Malsoni’ on titles and half-titles;  in contemporary vellum, spines in compartments with raised bands, with author 
and title in brown ink in contemporary ms, previous paper labels at head of Vols I and II (and evident on Vols III and 
IV), spines somewhat worn with loss of vellum along bands, with further splits at head and tail of joints, most 



 
prominent in volume I, Vol III with small stab hole in upper cover, covers a little soiled and stained, extremities rubbed 
and somewhat worn; overall an appealing unsophisticated set.      £2,850 

First edition of this rare and exhaustive 17th century scientific, technical and 
legal work on aqueducts, highly comprehensive in scope and covering a wide 
range of topics including the regulation of rivers, problems of hydraulics, and 
water rights and supply.  

Francesco Maria Pecchi (1618-1693) was a professor of canon law at Pavia 
from 1659 to 1687 and Archdeacon of the Cathedral of Pavia, where he is 
buried. As a result of Italy’s mountainous geography and extensive coastline, 
the science of training and regulaing rivers developed to its highest degree in 
Italy by the end of the 17th century. It was in this field that Pecchi was to make 
his name, and in the history of law he is known as the father of modern water 
legislation as a result of this important treatise on civil and cannon law, 
together with his other extensive work Tractatus de Servitutibus (1689). 

The numerous woodcut diagrams and tables illustrating cases of water 
rights have a beautiful and most appealing naivety. It was reprinted in 1707, 
and again in 1840 - a testament to its importance and unsurpassed pertinence 
and scholarship. 

Riccardi, II, 254. Sotheran, First Supplement, 6874–“rare.”; OCLC locates copies at Berkeley, Yale, and Harvard Law 
libraries, Iowa, Michigan and Chicago.  

 

Providing an analysis of the olive oil industry in Languedoc 

26. ROZIER, François. VUES ÉCONOMIQUES SUR LES MOULINS ET PRESSOIRS A HUILE D’OLIVES, 
Connus en France ou en Italie. A Paris, Chez Ruault, Libraire, rue de la Harpe. 1776.  

4to, pp. [2] 27 [1] (blank); with small woodcut decoration on title, woodcut headpiece, and seven engraved plates; 
gathering D a little browned, with some light foxing, marginal browning and dustsoiling throughout; uncut in the 
contemporary blue boards, spine darkened and soiled, surfaces a little soiled and scuffed, extremities and corners 
somewhat rubbed and lightly worn.         £550 

An uncommon offprint or separate edition of a memoir which appeared in François Rozier's Journal de physique, 
de chemie, d'histoire naturelle et des arts, and providing an analysis of the olive oil industry in Languedoc, Provence 
and Italy The mills and presses in use are described and illustrated with a discussion of their potential 
improvement. Rozier (1734–1793) proposes that the type of windmill in use in Flanders for crushing oil-seeds 
could be adapted for crushing olives; these mills are illustrated on the last two plates. The text includes up-to-
date information such as the price of olives and three grades of oil in January 1776. The plates are dated 
December 1776. 

OCLC locates 3 copies, UC Davis, LC and Hagley. 

 
 

 



27. SAVERIEN, Alexandre. HISTOIRE DES PHILOSOPHES MODERNES Avec leur portrait gravé dans le goût 
du crayon d’après les planches in 40 dessin par les plus gds peintres. I. Partie [-Tom VIII. Histoire des 
Naturalistes]. Contenant les Metaphisiciens.   A Paris, de l’Imprimerie de l’Academie ... Avec Aprobation et 
Privilege du Roy. 1760-1773.  

Eight volumes, 8vo; I. pp. lvii, [3], 360, with engraved title-page and frontispiece and 10 engraved portraits; II. pp. 
lix, [1], 366, engraved title-page, frontispiece and 11 portraits; III. [ii], [lxxvi], 377, [1], engraved title-page, sepia 
frontispiece and seven portraits; IV. pp. lxxx, 309, [1], with engraved title-page, frontispiece and seven portraits; V. pp. 
[ii], lxxxviii], 273, [1], engraved title-page, pen and ink frontispiece and ten engraved plates; VI. pp. [ii], [ii], 398, 
with engraved title-page, frontispiece and eight engraved plates; VII. pp. [ii], lxvi, 300, engraved title-page, frontispiece 
and nine engraved portraits; VIII. pp. [ii], [v]-lxxxii, [ii], 258, engraved title-page, frontispiece and 10 engraved plates; 
in all 16 engraved title-pages and frontispieces and 72 portraits and allegorical plates, nearly all soft-ground etched 
engravings in the style of chalk using the crayon method; some occasional light foxing and soiling, with sporadic light 
marginal dampstaining, but otherwise clean and crisp;  in contemporary marbled calf, spines in compartments with 
raised bands, attractively tooled in gilt, with two morocco labels lettered in gilt, head-bands exposed on volumes VI and 
VIII, with light wear to the heads of all spines with some minor nicking, minor soiling to covers, extremities lightly 
bumped and rubbed; an attractive, clean, fresh set.      £1,350 

 
 

An attractive set of this striking illustrated biographical 
compendium of noted scientists and philosophers from the 16th 
to the 18th centuries. First published in 1760, a second edition 
appeared in 1769, before this, seemingly the third  edition. 
Saverien drew upon the rich source of academic éloges available 
to compile his work, and though perhaps largely anecdotal, the 
underlying plan of the work was significant and original. The 
biographies are grouped by class, beginning with 
metaphysicians and philosophers, moralists and legislaturists, 
before turning his attention to the exact and natural sciences, 
including chemists, astronomers, natural philosophers, 
naturalists, mathematicians, geometers, algebraists, opticians, 
and mechanicians. Each volume is prefaced with a ‘preliminary 

discourse’ giving an overview of the history of the discipline, and in so doing Saverien inaugurated a style 
combining historical narrative with biography, which was to influence successive works.  

The remarkable feature of the work, however, lies in the illustrations, which are the work of the French 
engraver and printmaker Jean Charles François (1717-1769). As seen here, François was the innovator of the 
crayon method in 1757 through which the engravings imitate chalk drawings, a process which is described in 
a letter addressed to Saverien in Vol. I (p. 347 ). Though two colleagues, Gilles Demateau and Louis Bonnet, 
both claimed to have made the discovery, it was François who was officially acknowledged by the French Royal 



 
Academy, given a Royal Pension and the title ‘graveur du Roi’. The work includes a number of attractive 
allegorical plates in addition to the portraits, after artists including Boucher and Eisen. 

Seemingly a slightly complicated publication bibliographically, it also 
appeared in various formats, including eight parts in four 4to volumes, and 
sometimes four volumes bound in two. The number of plates also seems to 
vary. At least, copies should have eight frontispieces and 67 portraits. The 
present copy is one that has the attraction of having additional engraved title-
pages, as well as 52 portraits and 20 allegorical figures (substituted for 
portraits, and in four cases additional to the portraits). In more luxurious 
copies, the plates are all in red and sepia, though here predominantly plain. 
Amongst the luminaries includes are Hobbes, Locke, Clarke, Grotius, 
Wollaston, Bacon, Gassendi, Descartes, Newton, Leibnitz, Halley, 
Copernicus, Brahe, Galileo, Kepler, Hygens, Boyle, Hartsoeker, Paracelsus, 
Boerhaave, Gesner, Hales and Reaumur. 

Saverien (1720-1805), wrote several books on marine science, and is noted 
for having invented two machines for determining the speed of a ship. He 

also edited the French edition of Maclaurin’s Traité des Fluxions (1749). As is reflected by the present work, he 
was also the author of several historical works on the exact and natural sciences, which reflected a deep 
knowledge of the history of science and philosophy. He published a separate five volume biographical work 
Historie des Philosophes anciens jusqu’à la renaissance des letters (1770-1773). 

Cohen de Ricci 942; Brunet V, 154; for a detailed discussion of the work see Ribard, Raconter, vivre, penser: histoire(s) de 
philosophes, 1650-1766', ff. 357.  

 

28. SCHENSTRÖM, Magnus [resp.] and Eric Michael FANT, [praese.] Dissertatio de canalibus et 
catarractis in Svecia generatim, speciatim vero Strömsholmensibus, Upsaliæ, Litteris Joh. Fr. Edman, Reg. 
Acad. Typogr. 1797. [together with:] AFHANDLING OM STROMSHOLMS CANAL OCH SLUSSWÄRK. 
Uppsala, Johan Fredrik Edman, 1797.  

Two works in one volume, 4to; [vi], [3]-8; pp. [ii], 36, [4]; with woodcut printers device on title, and woodcut head-
piece, folding letterpress table and extremely large folding hand-coloured engraved map, 25 x 150cms and signed ‘E. 
Akerland’; title-page of Dissertatio a little foxed with further light foxing; Afhandling lightly foxed and soiled, with 
dampstain affecting the upper corners between pp. 13-29; folding map neatly remounted on new stub;  in modern 
marbled boards, with red morocco label on upper cover lettered in gilt, spine a little sunned, with light rubbing to 
extremities; a good copy.          £1,600 

A bound volume containing both Schenström’s Latin dissertation Dissertatio de canalibus et catarractis in Svecia 
generatim, speciatim vero Strömshomensibus, together with the much expanded Swedish translation of the same 
year, and which graphically illustrates this feat of Swedish canal building engineering through the the finely 
engraved and extensive folding map, nearly one and a half metres long, and which shows the entire stretch of 
the structure. 

 

(part plate) 



 
Work on the 62 mile long canal, intended to facilitate the transport of iron bar produced by the numerous 

steel works along the waterway, began in 1772 and was based upon plans by Johan Ullström. He was 
commissioned by the State mining authority (the Bergskollegium) to plan its construction, and concluded that 
he could use and connect existing lakes and waterways from Norra Barken and Smedjebacken to lake Mälaren 
in the south, meaning that a section of only 10km would have to be excavated manually. The overall difference 
in height of the water level over the length of the canal is 100 metres, requiring boats to pass through 26 locks. 
Indeed the rise or fall at Hallstahammer is 50 metres.  

 

(part plate) 

Initially estimated to take six years, the project actually took eighteen years to complete, largely due to the 
lack of investors. It was finally opened in 1795, and for many years was one of the principal freight shipping 
waterways in Sweden, though eventually superseded by the building of the StockholmWästeras-Bergslagen 
railway, with the last cargo to be shipped by canal in 1948. 

OCLC locates copies at Harvard Business School, the National Library of Sweden, the Danish National Library, the 
Berlin Staatsbibliothek, and with the New York Public Library noting a bound copy both the Latin and Swedish works.  

 

29. [SURGICAL LICENCE ON VELLUM]. LICENCE TO PRACTICE SURGERY IN LYON. LARGE CERTIFICATE 
PRINTED ON VELLUM granted to Pierre Campy by the Bureau de l’Hôpital, Lyon, November 21st, 1764.  

Large printed vellum broadside, 650 x 480mm; with striking engraved allegorical vignette and two coat-of-arms at 
head of certificate; somewhat browned, soiled and creased, with four small holes, one with slight loss of image, and 
with remains of red wax seal in lower left margin; with fourteen contemporary signatures in brown ink, and further 
manuscript notes at tail, partially erased and only partially legible; still a striking example.   £350 

 
 



 
 

A striking mid-eighteenth century Licence to Practice Surgery, printed on vellum, and granted to the young 24 
year old Lyonnaise surgeon Pierre Campy. Son of Jacques Campy, himself a Master Surgeon, the licence attests 
to the fact that having passed his ordinary examinations on the theory and practice of surgery with distinction, 
that Pierre has served for three years as a Surgeon at the Hôtel-Dieu in Lyon, during which time he has proven 
himself capable of performing dressings and surgical procedures, and was awarded a prize during the annual 
demonstration in the previous year. Furthermore, the certificate attests that Campy ‘été fort réglé dans sa 
conduite, et qu’il a traité les malades qui lui ont été confiés avec une douceur et une affabilité qui lui ont mérité 
l’estime générale’.  

The document is signed by a number of signatories, including ‘Messire Pierre Betaud, Seigneur de la Vaure, 
Taluyers, Prapin, et autres lieux, Conseiller du Roi en la Cour des Monnoies, Sénéchaussée et Siege Présidial 
de Lyon; Noble Jean-Louis Defrois, Avocat en Parlement et aux Cours de Lyon; Noble Jacques Lambert, ancien 
Echevin, chargé des Affaires de Sa Majesté Catholique, et son Consul à Lyon; Sieurs Laurent Sponton, Consul 
de la Séréenissime République de Gênes; Matthieu-Marc-Antoine Nolhac; Joseph Antide Chasseing, Ecuyer; 
Sieurs Antoine Combe; Jean François Grimod; Jean Sandrin de Champdieu, Seigneur de Jarniost; Louis 
Jaquier; Pierre Portal; François Piron; Louis Franzoni, et Jean Pierre Bentabole, tous à présent Recteurs et 
Administrateurs de l’Hôpital général de Notre-Dame de Pitié du Pont du Rhône et grand Hôtel-Dieu de cette 
ville’. 

A seven line additional manuscript note found at the tail of the certificate is sadly virtually illegible. 
 

Evocative Aquatint 

30. [WET-NURSING.] LE PRINCE, Jean-Baptiste. LA NOURRICE Etching with aquatint in brown, made after 
his designs from Russia. ca. 1760.  

Single sheet laid paper, sheet size 180 x 210mm, plate size 177 x 206mm, trimmed along right margin and lower edge; 
somewhat browned with light wear to lower right corner.      £225 

An evocative etching with aquatint in brown by Jean-Baptiste Le Prince (1734-1781), one of a number of images 
inspired by his five year stay in Russia between (1759-64). La Nourrice was one of a suite of four images issued, 
including Les Nouvellistes, Le Pont russe and La Baraque russe. We assume this to be an early state from this original 
issue of the suite. 

The present etching was later included in the folio Oeuvres issued by Bazan in 1782 and which included 
nearly 160 etchings and aquatints. The painter and engraver Le Prince was a pupil of Boucher and Vien. He is 
credited with being the first artist to work in aquatint. 
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